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From the opening of the first lodging house for “respectable 

female strangers" by the British Y,W.C.A. to tomorrow's modernity in 

Turkey, the story of womants progress is full of color and interest, 

These pen pictures of the women in the Near East and the Far East, of 

the Anglo-Saxon world and of the Latin world represent Association wo- 

men and girls from but four of the fifty-two countries within the World's 

Y.W.C.A. with which the members in YOUR Association may com to have a 


fellow feelings 


There are differences among all of us to be sure, but a most 
amazing likeness. History repeats itself -=- and the history of woman's 
progress is no exception. Seeing the more or less rudimentary services 
the Association offers to women in Nigeria, for instance, or perhaps in 
some centers of China or in other parts of the world, one needs but to 
open the Association history book to discover women planning similar ben- 
efits in Great Britain or America in years past. Seeing the straining 
forward here and there toward a more inclusive membership, or becoming 
aware, in another quarter, of an evolving social consciousness, one gains 
a new sense of the alikeness of us alle 


The purpose of these word sketches will be served if the 
business girls of Troy and the industrial girls of Columbus and the 
board women of Rochester and many such towns and cities gain from 
these pictures a moment of amisement, a quickening of interest, a 
sense of camaraderie, Like Thanksgiving or Christmas, world fellow- 
ship can most religiously be celebrated with good cheer, so in all 
seriousness we commend to you 


EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE, 


ALL AROUND THE WORLD 


and hope that out of it may come skits with chuckles in them, fireside 
discussions with perspective and a sense of humor, and year-round ac- 
tivities with the pleasures and enthusiasms of genuine world fellow- 
shipe 


Extra copies 25 cents, from the Womans Press 
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BEG. BeTiYe ord BARE » LLOUNG 


The Young Women's Christian Association in Great Britain 
by Margaret Brown Moore 


a * * 


OUT OF WAR AND A REVIVAL 


In the middle years of the last century tivo impulses gave rise in England 
to a movement which today includes 2,500,000 women and girls in America. Out of a 
revival of religious fervor came an agreement among twenty-three women led by Miss 
Emma Robarts to pray for young women every Saturday night and to “offer their 
services with their prayerse" The “woman movement" also was at that time coming 
into being, and women under the inspiration of Florence Nightingale were pioneer- 
‘ing in the heretofore unheard of occupation of war nursing. In 1855, with the 
Crimean War raging and nurses going back and forth between England and the theater 
of war, the Hon, Mrs, Arthur Kinnaird established the first hostel for nurses and 
other women workerse 


For twenty years Miss Robarts' group gave prayer and thought to the in- 
terests of "factory girls," and Mrs. Kinnaird and her friends increased their 
"homes"; but in 1877 the two groups united under the name of Young Women's Christian 
Associations 


The Y.W.C.A. began when girl typists, trained hospital nurses and pro- 
fessional women were as yet unknown, The first women who earned their living as 
seamstresses and shop girls often did not finish work until ten p.m., when they 
returned to their lodgings through roughly-paved streets lit with oil lamps. It 
was in tune with the times that the mental attitude of earlier Associatim leaders 
was a desire to protect girls from the physical and moral dangers of unregulated 
work and bad living conditions which they saw no way to improves 


In the "sixties" women were entering shops and business life in the prov= 
inces as well as in London, often at some distance from their homes, A “Home for 
Young Ladies in First-Class Houses of Business" was opened in Liverpool in 18643 
women in Manchester opened a lodging house for “Respectable Female Strangers," 
Other towns provided "Institutes" for women working away from home, The provisim 
of a Y.W.C.A. Home in early years took for granted that in the Home would be in- 
cluded Bible classes and other opportunities for self-improvement, and for this 
rooms had to be set aparte 


The early Homes were adequate to the standards of the day. The average 
Charge in London was 4s. weekly for a bed, 10s. 6d. weekly for bed and full board 
(exclusive of wine or beer, says one early prospectus). Such accommodation was 
probably better than the same girls would have found in business houses, and at 
least as good as in the servants' quarters of West End mansions, "The Superin- 
tendent" was the name given to the warden, and it was assumed that with earnest= 
ness and love any woman not wholly inexperienced could manage such a household, 


By 1877; when the union was effected between Miss Robarts' and Mrs. 
Kinnaird's groups, there were homes in Bristol, Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester, 
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Lemington, Ipswich and some other towns, In that group whose object was “union 
for prayer for young women, and work amongst young women of all classes by all 
means that are in accordance with the Word of God" there was a membership of 
about 12,000, in 150 branches. From these beginnings, then, came the present YoWs 
CA. moveedinyi not only in Great Britain but as a world-wide enterprise. 


Eighty years have seen many changes, few greater than the positim, the 
occupation and the outlook of girls and women, It is a far cry from the original 
24 women of leisure and education who banded together to work "for" the spiritual 
welfare of “factory girls," to the cross-section, self-determining membership 
numbering 45,000 in Great Britain today. 


Membership 


The development among members of a sense of responsibility for the 
government of their own club is a deliberate policy of the Association. Members'* 
Councils are now in existence in most centers, and are responsible, in cooperation 
with the club leader, for the choice of the activities included in the program, 


A general (or supvorting) committee of senior friends in each local 
center make themselves responsible for the financial stability of the center and 
its position in the commnity. Gradually the constitutional rule that the whole 
membership should elect this committee is coming into general practicee Nowadays 
it is normal for Girls' Councils to be directly represented on it. In addition 
to the payment of membership fees Girls* Councils take an increasing part in the 
raising of the necessary funds, 


The younger girls, 14 - 17 years of age, in the Association are called 
"Pioneers" and"Girl Guides." The younger girls, 11 - 14 years old, are called 
"Pioneers in Training" or "Pits" for short. — 


Public Affairs 


In the early years the Association generally attempted to serve its 
membership by helping them to avoid dangers, rather than by attacking the wrong 
conditions that made the dangers, but that was most often because the public con- 
science as yet scarcely knew itself to be responsible for conditims, 


A Social Service Council formed in 1909 began a service of collecting 

mae distributing information and advice on social and industrial questions, in- 
cluding existing legislation and conditions needing reform, This council evolved 
after the war into the Industrial Law Bureau of the Y.WeC.A., and part of its 
function has been to advise the National Council in public affairs, on parliamentary 
bills specially affecting the welfare of women and children, For instance, in 

1924 this committee supvorted important bills dealing with legitimisation, adoption, 
separation and maintenance, several of which later became law. 


The Association, on the advice of the Industrial Law Bureau Committee, 
supported from a non-party standpoint bills for the amendment of such Acts as the 
Factory Act, Trade Board Act, Shops Acts, and Workmen's Compensation Act. In 1924 
and 1925 it joined with many other societies in deputations to successive Home 
Secretaries pressing for an amended Factory Bill. It presented evidence to the 
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Government Commission of Enquiry into the hours and conditions of Shop Assistants 
in 1932. In 1944 the Association received representation on the School Age 
Council, still in action, 


During the educational work preliminary to the taking of the well-known 
Peace Ballot in England, and in the work of securing signatures, Y.W.C.A,. members 
in 37 districts took part. The Association has consistently supported efforts 
toward international peace and disarmament. 


Service Projects 


Early in the eighties an employment agency developed along three lines = 
domestic, business and foreign. Employment and emigration often merged, From 
1857, when "The British Ladies’ Female Emigration Society for securing care for 
girls on emigration ships" worked with the Y.W.C.A., the Association has been in 
cooperation with the Woments Emigration Societies, The Travelers Aid Society of 
Great Britain had its beginnings as a part of the Y.W.C.A. 


In Industry and Education 


In industry and education the Association was an early pioneer, In 
1886 the Factory Helpers Union was started under the auspices of the Y,W.C.A. 
The Federation of Working Girls Clubs, now independent, is the outcome of the 
earlier union. 


Libraries grew into the present educational system of the Y,W.C.A. 
which today fills an enviable place in the whole movement for adult education. 
In 1916 a committee concerning itself with educational work among girls in the 
munitions and Queen Mary Army Auxiliary Corps centers developed a work which has 
now become a Residential College for Working Women, at Hillcroft, Surbiton. To 
have been the means of its foundation is a source of pride to the Association, 


SERVICE TO FIT THE TIMES 


The Association in England has developed much as it has in the United 
States. In several phases, however, it differs today, largely because of con- 
ditions within the country itself, 


In the "Distressed Areas® In the “distressed areas" where unemployment has been 

is particularly acute, the Y.W.C.A. has done extensive 
special work. During 1945 the National Council of Social Service entrusted 54,052 
to the Y.W.C.A. to make this work possible. The policy of the Association has 
been against any segregation of employed and unemployed, and in every club both 
are welcomed and encouraged to joing "Married women's groups" have been especially 
appreciated, but work among young women, juveniles and even boys has met a re= 
markable response in the "distressed areas." 


Transference Nowadays, for thousands of young girls who have lived all their 
lives in rather remote mining towns and villages the only prospect 
of work lies in transference to jobs in the more prosperous southern towns, 
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‘In addition to the ever-present need for domestic servants, new in~ 
dustries and factories have been started in various midland and southern towns, 
which require a constant supply of juvenile labor, Parents are naturally nervous 
about allowing their fifteen year old daughters to go so far away unless they can 
be assured that they will be happy and well cared for, morally and physically, 
in the right kind of surroundings. 


Many girls have returned home through sheer homesickness; the change 
of environment and the complete break from family and friends have proved too 
much for them in the difficult adolescent years. 


The Y.W.C.A. (in close cooperation with the Ministry of Labor) has opened 
hostels, with clubs attached, in a number of places, under the wise wardenship of 
trained workers. Here is the atmosphere and freedom of a home, not an institu- 
tion, and the club not only offers interests and activities for leisure time but 
the opportunity to make friends with local girls. 


Hundreds of girls from the distressed areas have joined established 
club centers in many towns; in London over 150 have been welcomed as members re= 
cently in seven centers alone. 


In the Housing The government has undertaken, on a tremendous scale, the re- 
Areas habilitation of hundreds of families through the establishment 
of great new housing enterprises, 


A move to the country may sound a delightful change from a crowded city area, 
But a collection of stark new houses surrounded perhaps by raw fields and half- 
made streets may have considerable drawbacks, one being that there is no long- 
established church or school or institute to act as a traditional center for 
group life, Neighbors are strangers, and the young people have not grown up to 


country interests, There is an overwhelming proportion of children and adoles- 


cents in such areas, for it is the younger married people who move out. The 
Y.W.C.A. is able, either alone or in cooperation with other organizations, to 
establish in such areas commnity centers for women and girls where there can be 
meetings for married women's groups, programs for children and young people, and 

a focus for corporate spirit, The Y.W.C.A. is now at work in more than twenty 

such new housing areas, partly as a result of funds entrusted to it through govern- 
ment sponsored agencies. 


Mixed Activities To what extent should the Y.W.C.A. provide opportunities for 
a New Development joint activities? The biennial conference of 1934 appointed 

a representative group of staff and members to consider this 
question, Which is regarded as one of urgent importance. Some meetings are being 
held jointly with the Y.M.C.A. to discuss what is also for them an important 
question. The need for providing young people of both sexes with opportunities 
for meeting together for recreational and educational purposes must be very ap-=- 
parent to all in these days, when in many departments of life segregation of the 
sexes is a thing of the past. 


For some time more than fifty per cent of Y.W.C.A. centers in England 
have run some form of joint activities with boys. The first contacts have usually 
been of a social nature, through club parties, dances or rambles, But there are 
an increasing number of mixed dramatic groups, choirs and discussion groups, 
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It has been felt that there are great possibilities through the social 
channel for community service in and outside the club and for educational work 
in the broadest sense. The question is most urgent in districts such as certain 
of the new housing areas where the Y.W.C.A. center is the only meeting place avail- 
‘able for young people in the neighborhood, 


WITHIN THE WORLD'S Y.W.C.A. 


The Association of Great Britain was one of the four original members 
of the World's Y.W.C.A. which was formed in London in 1894. America, Norway and 
Sweden were the other national Associations in the organization, though five other 
nations sent representatives to the preliminary international conference. 


A strong Foreign or Overseas Department of Great Britain is now respon- 
sible for 7 secretaries in India, 1 in China, and 2 in West Africa. In additiam, 
grants are made toward the supvort of 4 secretaries in India, 2 in China and 4 in 
Palestine, 


It is indicative of the world-mindedness of the Associatim of Great 
Britain that out of every shilling paid by the membership, 4d goes for world's 
work, i.e. one-fourth of each member's fee goes for world's work, In the nation- 
al budget estimate for 1936, totaling & 17,192, there is & 4,490, approximately 
20 per cent, for maintenance of British secretaries overseas. 
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THE Y..C,A. in GREAT BRITAIN 


1936 
254 club and branch centers 
104. hostels and holiday homes 
14 special holiday centers 
25,000 accommodated in hostels 
13,000 provided with varied and inexpensive holidays 


45 000 members 


National Headquarters 
YeWeC.Ae Of Great Britain 
Central Building, Great Russell Street 


London, WeCe 1 


Publication, “The Blue Triangle" 


Membership Affirmation 


"I wish, in joining this world-wide fellow- 
ship of the Young Women's Christian Association, to 
declare my faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and my desire 
to serve others in his Spirit of Love." 


The Womans Press contains news notes on the Eightieth Birthday 
Celebration 


November 194 Pe 494 
January 194 Pe 25, 352 
—- 
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AES CURT Y Te. ACTION 
by Margaret Brown Moore 


* * * * * * 


TURKEY AND THE SERVICE CENTER FOR YOUNG WOMEN 


In the minareted city beside the blue Bosphorus no one moved through 
the silent streets except a lone figure here and there intent upon his official 
businesse Yet it was not night. It was day. It was not in Istanbul alone, how= 
ever, that the strange silence and inactivity obtained. Throughout the whole of 
Turkey, by government edict, the people remained indoors, 


Weeks in advance a plan for this day had been worked out by the govern= 
ment, and the whole populace, by posters and many another device, had been advised 
as to its obligations. Each householder had been instructed to have certain blanks 
filled out, recording all the data required concerning all those under his roof, 
The head of each family and his household, on the day set apart, were to remain 
at home until the census takers appeared, collected the blanks and verified the in- 
formation. Thus was the first official census of Turkey, taken in 1927. 


No plan has been too ambitious, no task too arduous to daunt the new 
government of Turkey, which in the few short years since Kemal Ata Turkts accession 
to power as President of the Republic in 1924 has brought Turkey into line as a 
modern nation, The disappearance of the red fezzes by government order, was more 
than a change in ments styles. It was a sign of a chanfe in attitude. When the 
latticed shutters began to disappear from windows, and veils were discarded at the 
behest of government, women came into a new status. By the fall of 1928 old signs 
written in Arabic characters were being torn down, again at the command of govern- 
ment, and on trams and buildings, on posters and in newspapers, Roman letters such 
as Other modern European nations use, appeared, All Turkey began to go to school, 
Night schools as well as day schools were established to give to the citizenry an 
opportunity to master the new techniques of writing and reading, 


With eyes fixed unceasingly upon the goal of modernization, the govern= 
Ment has effected over night, as it were, the most drastic of changes. Church and 
State have been separated. Suffrage has been granted to women. New trends in edu- 
cation have been established. Transportation has been revolutionized. No matter 
is too large, none too small to come within the scope of a government bent upon 
developing its country to the full. Even names have come into the purview of govern- 
ment, and families by official order are now discovering and choosing surnames, which 
until now have been deemed unnecessary. 


In such a kaleidoscopic scene the young woman of Turkey finds herself to- 
day. She wears clothes very different from those her mother wore, She is called 
by a new name. She has activities undreamed of even by her older sister, There is 
no such seclusion as that wrich her mother took as a matter of course. She may be 
a doctor or a lawyer or a judge. She may votee She may even be among the increas= 
ing number of women deputies in the National Congress. 


It is a time of enthusiasm and pride. Young Turkey aspires to follow its 
fearless, achieving leaders, and to add its bit to the development of the country 
which has taken such remarkable strides in a surprisingly short time, 
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It is a time, too, of many and difficult adjustments, Turkey for 
long centuries has been an agricultural country, and still. mich of her wealth 
is to be wrested from her rural districts. The government's pians call for ag 
ricul ture and industry to develop side by side so that industry shall not crowd 
out agriculture. In such new industrialization as is developing) however, there 
is the difficult transition from one mode of life to anothers 


The seclusion of women and the lifé in the harem have naturally in 
culeated in the mind of the Turkish woman a certain timidity and lack of aggres- 
siveness which becomes apparent as she now finds occasion and necessity to come 
out into a new social, business or public life, By what standarcs shall the new 
business woman act as she enters ¢dommercé or a profession in whidh women have 
never served before, ina relationship. in which neither the men nor the women con-= 
cerned have had previous experience? Here have been sketched but a few of the dif+ 
ficult adjustments confronting women it this transition stage in Turkeyé 


Perhaps reports from the Istanbul Service Center may sound too mich like 
the reports of any Y.W.C.As cehter in the United States to awaken special interest 
at first reading - a drama group; 4 dlass in German, a current events evening, 

a camp expedition - all these sound most natural. But why not? The girls anda 
women of Turkey are like the girls and women of the United States, and it is 
natural enough that attivities in each place should be similar, Out of these 
similar activities, however, each national group takes the benefits most valuable 
to its 


The Turkish Service Center is established under an educational permit 
as a school. It takes pride in observing the spirit as well as letter of the 
law of the land, and-is happy in the confidence the public and the government in+ 
creasingly repose in it as an implement of civic value. 


There is in the center no religious teaching. There is much, however, 
that is inspirational which comes out of the religious experience of those who 
control its policies and its program. Its membership is over one-third Moslem, 
with a fifth each of Gregorian and Greek Orthodox Church preference, One-tenth 
have Jewish background, and the remaining one-sixth of the membership is about 
equally divided between Roman Catholics and Protestants, In a country in which 
religious differences have for centuries been sources of antagonism, and in a 
nation which, determined to abolish such cleavages, has legislated against re- 
ligious propaganda, it is no mean service for this center to afford a demonstration 
of the possibility of women of all faiths working together in unity. If it served 
no other purpose than this the continuation of the Service Center would be well 
justified. 


One of the civic activities of the center has to do with children's jn- 
terests, at first thouct perhaps a strange field for a young women's: organization. 
A party for 49 under-privileged little children afforded for the girls and young 
women of the center an opportunity to share in organized social service, a new 
field of interest and activity in the life of Turkish women, The dressmaking 
class had prepared gifts of wearing apparel for the children, The clubs had helped 
arrange for the children's party and had conducted it, The Child Welfare Organ- 
ization through this endeavor became to many girls who before then had known noth= 
ing of it a vital and a fascinating enterprise, Through this simple party the 
principle of cooperation between organizations was dramatized, 
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Similarly, the playground work of the Service Center serves a purpose 
mich more fundamental than the pleasure it offers to children of limited op- 
portunity. In the training of playground directors and recreation leaders the 
Service Center serves the nation, in which as yet there are no trained social 
workers among the nationals of the country. ‘So acceptable has the work of the 
center been in the recreation program which it carries in two school gardens, 
that the government entrusted to it last year a third fully equipped playground. 
To this as to the other playgrounds children flocked in such numbers that play 
shifts were necessary. The most recent evidence of the value of the service 
rendered is that now the choice of two additional new schools with good play 
gardens has been offered to the Center by the government. Out of this program 
has come improved child health and moralee It has offered opportunity for train- 
ing young women in leadership. It has afforded to the citizenry a demonstratim 
of public responsibility for civic and social betterment. It has strengthened 
the confidence of the government in the sincerity and the value of the Service 


Centers 


The camp called aptly "The Garden of Happiness," beside the blue waters 
of the Sea of Marmora, has offered a unique experience to many a family. Girls 
who had never before been away from their families have had a taste of safe but 
delightful freedom. Mothers and fathers visiting the camp have had reassurances 
as to what the new independence may mean for their daughterse 


Each year an American Y.W.C.A, secretary gives volunteer service, during 
a summer holiday in Europe, in the Garden of Happiness. American traditions and 
experience thus contribute to camp life, and the American Association which lends 
the volunteer to Turkey is enriched. 


The camp has a varied clientele. Mingling with surprising pleasure and 
good spirit there are the young girls hesitantly permitted by their parents to 
make the first excursion out of the security of home, and young women on vacation 
from their study of law or medicine or other professions, Last year in the camp 
were also seven primary school teachers, four of them from the interior, They 
were most eager for fresh stories, interesting games and all new ideas to take with 
them into their remote places of service. 


During the International Woman's Suffrage Alliance Conference las year 
four members of the Center staff served in one capacity or another, contributing 
materially to the success of the gathering and through the contact with women of 
achievement in many countries bringing back a wider outlook to the Center grouDSe 


The cooperation of an American secretary as the head of the Service 
Center is acceptable and greatly appreciated, for the Association in the United 
States has the long experience in group work which Turkey now lacks, The build- 
ing of policy for the Center is in the hands of a Board of Directors interestingly 
enough composed of 9 Moslem-Turkish members, 2 Armenian-Turkish members, 1 Greek= 
Turkish citizen, 4 Americans and 1 English womane In addition to this board there 
is a Liaison Committee consisting of Anglo-Saxon women resident in Turkey eligible 
for membership in the World's Y.W.C.A., who form the link between the Turkish 
board and the Foreign Division of the American Y.W,C.A. which finances the American 
secretary and gives other financial assistance. The staff itself is an index to 
the fine spirit of fellowship effectively at work, which is the “raison d'etre" 
of the Service Center. On it Turkish, Greek, Armenian, German and American members 
serve harmoniously and efficiently together. 
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There is nothing like the Service Center in 9l]l1 of Turkey. Watching 
carefully the trends in this new-old country, the Service Center adds its co- 
operative effort wherever opportunity offers. Its objective is assisting young 
women through difficult adjustments in this day of transition, the training of 
leadership for service in a country opening up to women, and the demonstration 
of the part that women may take in civic and national betterment which calls for 
cooperation of all citizens and all forward-looking organizations, both private 
and governmental. 


SUPPLEMENTARY SUMMARY INFORMATION 


In Istanbul, the organization of young women with which the American 
Y.W.C.A. cooperates is called Amerikan Lisan ve San*at Dersanesi,. It is the only 
organization of the kind in a city of about 900,000 inhabitants. 


Its budget is $9,550 (U.S.currency), of which all but $750 is raised 
in Turkey. This is exclusive of the salary of the American executive secretary 
whose financing is carried by the Y.W.C.A.'s in the United States thragh their 
Foreign Division. The $750 mentioned abowe is for help with the program and is 
contributed also by the American Association. This is not designated for a certain 
piece of work but is used for program development at the discretion of the board, 


The Center is housed in a rented two-story building. On the first floor 
are receation hall, work shop, general information office, a class room used also 
as office, and a room for concerts and meetings, On the second floor are the 
general secretary's office, commercial class room and one other class room, a 
small gymnasium, a club room, a library and a small kitchen, 


The Center owns a camp which serves about one hundred girls and women 
each summer. This camp affords the American Association one more opportunity for 
cooperation, as each year an American Association grants a secretary leave of 
absence during which to give volunteer service as director in the Turkey campe 
Through cooperation with the Education Department of the government the Center 
is in direct control also of three playgrounds, which care for from 600 to 800 
children during the season; and has been offered its choice of two of the new 
schools with fine play gardens, 


The membership of the Center is 225 plus 97 who belong through campe 
The constituency, however, is approximately 1000, It is composed of home women, 
young girls of school age, business and professional young women. Thirteen nation- 
alities are found in the membership. 
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Sin OPT UR ESS BEBIUND HER as « 
by Mrs, Emmett CO. Barr 
Ea % * * 


CHINA IN TRANSITION AND THE YeWeCeA» SERVING HER 


. China}! Remote, ponderous, unwieldy, drab, sleepily living in the 
past! To how many that is China. You may say one-sixth of the human race is 
Chinese, Perhaps that is so, but what of that? Equal in size to the United 
States, Alaska, six Great Britains, six Irelands} Yes, a massive land, but a 
great flat monotone, dotted with tiny struggling villages, a few crowded cities; 
a country of vague famines and floods, cheap labor, So had I pictured her, 


é But I have come to know a Chinese girl. Now all Chinats millions take 
on a new importance. Hwei Lan is like me, in fears and hopes, in desires and 
feelings. She has become to me more than one of Chinats millions, She is a 
person, Because I know her, I care. I care tremendouslye 


Hwei Lan is married, the motber of two children, Ten hours a night 
she worked in the inadequately lighted, ill-ventilated factory, in the job she 
had greedily snatched up when opportunity had offered, (How willingly she gave 
the $10 demanded as an earnest of good behavior!) It was rare good fortune when 
the washing, cooking and mending for her family allowed her six and a half or 
seven hours of sleep a day. 


But pay day came - not the day when her pittance was due her, but the 
day of settlement for the overfatigue and undernourishment circumstances had 
forced her to endure, The factory had no use for a sick woman. She was dis- 
missed, She had no sickness insurance, Of course she had no savings. Nor was 
there hope, if she recovered, of getting her job back again, for are there not 
hundreds, thousands, as eager as she had been for it? 


"Cheap labor" - yes, and in that phrase so cheap upon our lips is 
Hwei Lan's tragedy. Now I uncerstand the necessity which made the Y.W.C.A. in= 
evitable in China. Because of such needs, the Y.W.C.A. has, in spite of many 
difficulties, grown steadily in scope and in its vital service to an ever widen- 
ing group of girls and women, Now with new eyes I see Hwei Lan's country and 
her people, Never again can flood and famine be but words. Under the wide deso- 
lation of mddy waters lie the ruined homes of people like me, In the arid 
wastes where the last spear of grass has long since been avidly devoured, gaunt 
bodies, fallen by the wayside, once housed lifeeloving people like me. China's 
millions can never again be but numbers, They are people ~ like me. 


A vast country; stretching back five millenia before Christ, covering 
a quarter of the globe; a land of contrast, with the most venerable of traditions, 
the most modern of customs; with the last word of misery and the most exquisite 
beauty! 


Beauty! That splash of vivid orange where the persimmons lie piled 
upon the inevitable blue cotton cloth at the street-corner stands! The grace 
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of line of the Jade Pagoda, of the temples in the Western Hills, of the shrines 
on Purple Mountaint The intimate loveliness of a garden glimpsed through a 
Moon Gate! The glint of golden brown tiles on the upturned "smiling roofs" of 
the majestic Forbidden City} The mystery of the Golden Pavillion in the after~ 
Glow of sunset as one drifts down the broad Yangtze. The romance of ten thousand 
stories like that of the “Little Tired Pagoda" and how it came at last to rest 
outside the city walls} -- 
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The sound of a chantey echoes in my mind. The rhythm matches the heave 
and toss of the sinewy brown arms of the stevedore coolies, The words are the 
good=-humored narrative made up on the spur of the moment about the large feet of 
the approaching foreign woman who, they thought, of course, could not understand! 


A top-heavy pile of boxes comes staggering down the street, and in the 
face of the young Chinese, all but hidden beneath his unwieldy burden, is an an- 
swering grin as I involuntarily smile at the incongruity of the picture, 


In the center of a bable of voices, two disputants state their cases. 
There are no fisticuffs. The informal self-constituted court of the neighbors 
and passers=by judge and dispose of the trouble, and the good humor of the street 
has for the millionth time maintained the peace, 


Ce gl en eon ae 


It is a day of celebration. Even the narrow hutungs in the congested 
quarters of the city are gay with the flag of new China. What is behind that 
flag? There is the idealism, the determination, the long persistence which ended 
the three-hundred-year reign of an alien dynasty and established the Chinese 
Republic. Behind the flag are sacrifices, past and present. There is devotion, 
in spite of disillusionment. There is new insistence on the part of students, 
peasants and business men for freedom within China and independence of all foreign 
domination, 
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China =» "a great flat monotone?" Not Color, beauty, good humor, 
surging life} 


* * * 


Nation after nation has risen to power, increased its territory and 
prestige - and fallen. Looking down the vista of the centuries we see the long 
consistency of China. From time to time she has, it is true, been overpowered, 
but imperturbably, gradually, she has absorbed her conquerors into her national 
life and has gone on, in her own sure and simple way. 
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How difficult for impatient, aggressive Westerners to understand the 
philosophy of life of the Chinese{ In it is an element of indifference, "Why 
all this enthusiasm and worry? Where will it get you? And why bother?" the © 
Chinese, wise-in=the-way-of-the-world, inquires with a mellow smile of amsed 
tolerance, 


There is also among the Chinese unending patience, They will long en- 
dure discomforts and inconvenience rather than upset harmonious personal relation- 
shins. They love pacifism because it is good common sense% An individual, ora 
nation, that fights is likely to be killed or maimed = so why fight? Out of this 
phase of Chinese philosophy has come their tolerance of otherse 
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Whence comes their placidity? They are content with what they as in- 
dividuals have. If a man has no wants, he is content; so they manage to have 
few wants, “A strong determination to get the best out of life," Lin Yu Tang 
explains, * "a keen desire to enjoy what one has, and no regrets if one fails. 
This is the result of the Chinese genius for contentment." The teachings of 
the sages so deeply imbue the life of the nation that such wisdom as the philoso- 
phy of the Golden Mean not alone actuates the life of the intelligensia but finds 
expression in the daily life of coolie and peasante 


It is not enough, however, to feel only the deliberate tempo of Chinese 
life; to sense if not to understand the philosophy underlying the whole of ite 
To understand China at all one must know something of her present political situ- 
ations 


Today's crises in China reach back into the last centurye A country 
offering great undeveloped resources and a market of millions of people has 
naturally enough been the center of dispute among predatory nations. Out of a 
territory of nearly four and a half million square miles more than half has been 
seized by western nations and Japan. Unequal treaties and extra-territoriality 
forced upon China have handicapped her economically and pditically.** 


In the short quarter century since China threw off the domination of 
the Manchus she has gone through the throes inevitable to a reborn nation. To- 
day, though a central government attempts to hold power over the whole of China, 
there are still divisive forces which threaten to tear the nation apart. Against 
Communism which has entrenched itself in one province after another Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-shek has waged a bitter fight. The so-called "autonomy movement" in 
the north, allegedly Japanese instigated, threatens to add to the Central Govern- 
ment's territorial losses five provinces in addition to Manchuria. Such dissatis- 
factions as the Southwest Political Council voiced this summer against the Central 
Government's alleged policy of yielding to Japan's demands, threaten the peace of 
China by civil war or by war with Japan, - 


It is not however a purely governmental affair. Underneath the surface 
of life in China today there seethes unrest. There is a growing determination 
among the people for political and military action adequate to guarantee them 
freedom of conscience, speech and action, and integrity as a nation without the 
domination of alien powers. 


Against this briefly sketched, inadequate background shall we attempt 
an understanding of the Y.W.C.A.*s work in that great and troubled but ongoing 
China? What place can the Y.W.C.A. have in a country that is "passing through 
a stage of transition from ancient to modern forms of culture and organization - 
a transition so condensed in time, so fundamental in effect and at times so 
cataclysmic in form as to merit the designation of "revolution"? The process of 
change makes itself felt in pratically every form and institution of social or- 
ganization and in every aspect of private life. Politically, culturally, econom= 
ically, there are new influences at work, new factors to be reckoned with, new 
ideas to be assimilated, and manifestations of resultant efforts at readjustment."**' 





* Lin Yu Tang, 1 : Peo le, Reynal, $3.00. 


** See Clash in eee “Foreign Policy Association, 25¢. 


** The Green Year Supplenent, December 1933, page 4. 
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Beginnings 


The Y.W.C.A. was organized in 1891, At the end of 20 years it had 
grown to a movement consisting of 20 student Associations and one city Associa- 
tion, Eight foreign secretaries and one Chinese composed its staff. The next 
ten years was a period of phenomenal growth, By 1924 there were 80 student and 
12 city Associations and 51 Chinese and 87 foreign secretaries, Young China, 
full of the enthusiasm of the revolution, was eager to build up the natim, and 
found in the Y.W.C.A. a constructive force. 


An evolving social caomscience 
and an all-inclusive membership 


The decade beginning with 1924 was a period of readjustment, How the 
Association movement has grown with the emergencies that confronted it, how it 
has made an increasingly practical and vital approach to the problems of women 
with the changing times, is well exemplified in the themes and personnel of the 
three national conventions it has held since 192%, 


"In its early stages the Y.W.C.A. in China was engaged in the process 
of becoming indigenous. The First National Convention in 1924 marked the emergence 
of a national organization, national not only in the sense of embracing a geo- 
graphical area, but also in spirit. 


"Contribution" “Probably nothing shows more clearly the progressive stages in its 

development than its convention mottoes, The first gathering had 
as its motto ‘Contribution of the Y.W.C.A. to the Women of Chinas’? Emphasis was 
laid on the word *contribution.’ While the Y.W.C.A. has at all times embraced — 
within its membership both Christian and non-Christian women, in the early days 
stress was laid on the importance of a strong Christian basis in the membership and 
in control, voting privileges being limited to church members, Again, the main 
field for some years was considered students, educatod women, the so-called tupper 
classes.‘ It wes not surprising then, that the function of the Association should 
be thought of in terms of ‘contribution.’ 


Character | "By 1928, the date of the second convention, the scene had already 
Building changed, Thinking was in terms of an all-inclusive woments movements 


Rural women had come within its purview; industrial women were included, 
not merely as a group for whom protective laws were to be secured but as an in- 
tegral part of the movement, And, too, in later years business and professional 
women assumed an increasingly important place in the program. So, characteristically, 
‘Character Building’ among all these women, for the salvation of the country, was 
adopted ag the theme of the second convention, and the privilege of voting was ex= 
tended to all who as members subscribe to the purpose of the Association, regard= 
less of religious affiliation. 


Social “In 1934, when the third convention assembled, the out-look had en- 


Reconstruction larged in another direction. To be sure, the policy of including 
all women had borne fruit, in that industrial and rural women parti- 

cipated for the first time as regular delegates, Even more significant were the 

implications of the slogan ‘Constructing a New Societys’ No longer was attention 

focused primarily on women and women's problems as such; direction was given to 

the movement by the problems of society. 
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ttAn inevitable consequence of the spirit of the times, following the 
revolution of 1927 and the increasing tension of the national crisis of the en- 
Suing years, the patriotic passion of the Y.W.C.A. was not content to find vent 


only in former reforms concerned with foot-binding, concubinage, anti-opium or 


é6éven labor legislation, important as these might be. It could not rest satisfied 
with attempting to create *better homest by teaching a little hygiene, while dire 
poverty makes a better home a mockery for millions; it did not consider a little 
recreation adequate for industrial workers who are becoming class conscious. 
Neither did it consider sufficient for the solution of international injustices 


the creation of good will through friendly personal contacts, without understanding 


and grappling with deep-rooted causes of strife. Instead, it felt the urge to go 


deep into fundamental issues toward a far-reaching reconstruction. By this time 


there began to be articulate an understanding of the Associationts method of shar= 
ing in religion, as being primarily a sharing through the lives of its workers, 
by the working out of life-situations by individuals and groups, and in the cre~ 
ation together of a Christian society,'t* 


The Scope of the National Y.eWeC.A, 


The national set-up in China is much like ours in the United States. 
The convention appoints an executive group to which it gives authority to act for 
2G in the five-year periods between conventions. In China this group is called 
the National Committee; in the United States, the National Board. This National 


Committee, of not less than 40 members, meets annually at Shanghai; an executive 


committee of 15 meets monthly. There is a national staff of 24 members. Twelve 


of these are American secretaries and one British, paid by their respective 


countries. The others are Chinese. Miss Ting Shu-Ching served as executive 


Bi secretary for the past ten years, until her death in July of this year. 


‘The National Association of China, then, is composed of 


Its national committee ard staff 
_ (responsible now to the Fourth National Convention, 
coming in 1938) 
cot city Associations 
4 rural centers 
85 student Associations 
5 camps 
85 Hua Kwang girls clubs in 40 localities 


In mie far-flung line of Associations, no problem bulks larger than 
that of leadership. Let us understand from the lips of Shin Tak Hing, general 


a secretary of the Hongkong Association, what is involved in leadership for women 





pia rapidly changing China today. 


"On no social group does all this great change fall more heavily 
than on women, A number of them have been shaken out of their 
lethargy and indifference and given a new consciousness of them- 
selves aS citizens. Wie have been called upon first to share in 





- -*China Christian Year Book, chapter XIV, 1934-5. 
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this big task of reform and second to work for our own 
freedome... It is not easy to be a leader of Chinese women 
today. We have obstacles not only in the way of economic 
freedom, but also in criticism and personal attack from 
the conservative classes, who feel that a woman's life 
should be spent in the home alone." * 
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Though the constant ideal for the China Y.W.C.A, has been the building 
of an indigenous movement, such leadership as Miss Shin speaks of was suddenly 
forced upon it. The world depression, cutting budgets in every country, caused 
a widespread withdrawal of American and British secretaries from foreign servicee 
With 87 secretaries from other countries in China about ten years ago, and but 
14** today, great gaps have had to be filled by Chinese women, The national move~ 
ment in China has risen valiantly to its crisis, 
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Lily Haass, as associate general secretary of the China Y.W.C.A., 
wrote: "This, then, is one of the mjor problems of the national Y.W.C.A. of China: 
To recruit leaders fron youth groups, though the divergence is wide in their ideals 
for the solution of China's herculean task; to insure basic understanding by these 
recruits of socio-economic principles; to develop their ability to translate the- 
Ories into action in everyday life; to strengthen their spiritual resources; to 
unite them in a common commitment to the purpose of the Association, Only by build- 
ing such leadershiv may we create a new society," *** 


ce 
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When there was a larger number of foreign secretaries (for of course 
we as Americans are foreigners!) they were lent to certain Associatims for periods 
of one to five years. Now all members of the greatly reduced staff of foreign 
secretaries are assigned to national headquarters to serve as traveling consul- 
tants. They may still be allocated to various local centers for a longer or shorter 
period, for a special piece of work such as the development of a new rural center, 
the directing a finance effort, or the initiation of a new phase of work. 


It is not unfitting to mention one of the pioneers in American-Chinese 
cooperation under whose leadership the national Association was developed in the 
period between 1914 and 1921. Like many another American secretary, Grace Copzock 
gave more to China than her service in the development of an institution. At her 
death Maillard's Review said of her: 


“Her life in China is an international fact. The service 
she gave must be set down in any full account of the relations 
between China and the United States. It is such service that 
has brought the United States the friendship and respect of 
China. True prestige is not the product of clever diplomacy 
alone. It mst be the result of the investment in international 
good-will of the lives of men and women, In the life of Miss 
Coppock we have such an investment. Such lives confound the 
noisy jingoist and are the foundations upon which peace may yet 
be built." 







“Report of Tenth National Convention, national Y.W.C.A. of U.Se, De 154- 
* Thirteen foreign secretaries on the national staff; one in a local position, 


“Training for a New Society," Womans Press, May 1935, 
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The Association in City, Country and Schools 
I 


In the 18 city Associations are several large groupings with these four 
predominating: 


A. 1200 industrial girls 


The conditions under which many industrial girls work are appalling. 
The case of Hwei Lan was no exception, Indeed, her story was told with restraint, 
and barely hints the human misery which is to be met and dealt with in industrial 
cities, 


In the interests of these women the Association has done two major things: 
(1) It has worked for women, stressing need for labor legislation; it is working 
for a public opinion | alive to its responsibility in labor problems. (2) It has 
worked with women to develop intelligent labor leaders, beginning with literacy 


classes and going on to economics, labor problems and other workers education, 


Cooperative banking, case work and health examinations have met specific needs. 
Through this direct contact with labor the whole Association has become conscims 
of the deeper issues involved in industrial problems, 


Be 2500 younger girls ~ in schools, industry, in rural areas 


These girls are in the Hua Kuang clubs (The Light of China clubs), where 
the programs supplement the ordinary educational and religious classes in schools, 
thus providing a chance for girl leadershipy and self-expression, 


Ce Home women 


Home women are found in great numbers in the city Associatios, for the 
great vocation for Chinese women is, of course, marriages 


(1) There are wives and mothers in this group who want mothers clubs, better 
homes conferences and child training groupse There has lately been an em= 
phasis on marriage and sex problems. Where old social customs such as ar# 
ranged marriages are breaking down, where a new status for women is being 
defined by law, where divorce is now legally possible, problems in the field 
of human relationships are manye 


(2) There are also home girls ~ and the Y.i.C.A. provides constructive use of 
their leisure time in educational classes, wholesome recreation, opportunities 
for friendship with other young people and outlets for service. 


& de Business and professional women 


For these the Y.W.C.A.e provides hostels with inexpensive lodging and 


food service, employment bureaus, gt se ta facilities and participation in 
 ~program stitch i 
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Now that we have seen what types of work are done in city Associations 
let us have a glimpse of two Associations: one in its beginning stage, and an- 
other a witness to the staying power of Chinese womene 


"In Chung King," writes Lelia Hinkley,* "I found a live group of women 
on the Y.W.C.A. pre-organization committee - doctors, nurses, principals of 
schools, teachers and the wives of a number of influential business men in the 
community. Although they started their work only last November, they had a small 
hostel for transient guests, four small bathrooms which serve women in the com= 
munity, a kindergarten with over eighty children, and popular education classes 
with some sixty women attending (women who never before have had an opportunity 
for study), They had already raised $20,000 toward a new building." 


. "Organized some ten years ago, the Wuchang Association has had a varied 
and often tenuous existence, what with siege and warfare in 1926, evacuation in 
1927, devastating floods in 1941, and flood relief and rehabilitation projects ex- 
tending well into 1942. But a devoted group of women and staff have stood by, and 
now, in 1945, they have purchased a piece of land on which to construct their own 
Yew shes bui lding. 


"The program activities include a number of educational classes, a 
half-day school for older girls and women and better homes projects, and their 
has been considerable work among women students. Within the last few months an 
industrial center has been opened, with classes in the early mornings and even= 
ings for girls who work in cotton ‘mills ."** 


Leg 


As China is at least 75 per cent rural, the concerns of rural women 
must be the concern of the Y.W.C.A. Though there are as yet only four rural As- 
sociation centers, the rural work is a growing and a vital part of the national 
Y.W.C.A. program, Since there are many rural projects nowadays in China under 
the auspices of government, missions and independent organizations, it is inter- 


esting to list the principles followed as guides in developing the Association 


rural worl: 


ist Se Tie Avoas ehosen must be small enough so that intensive work may be carried 
One » Ku 


2. The use of a limited budget is the only safeguard against building a top-heavy 
program, and the only way to develop local leadership and responsibility. 


%. In the training of local women and girls as leaders, the problem of literacy 
must be tackled first, with health work, home making, recreation and leader- 
ship and character training following. 


a A. In order that the Y.W.C.A. secretary may become part of the community and to 








establish mtual algae Ade confidence and friendship, she must live in the 
village. | 





ee Letter from Lelia Hinkley, summer 1935. 
ae "The Cockalarum," Lydia Johnson, September 1935. 
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These are basic, stated principles, 


They are practical problems which the Y.WeCeA. meets in the rural centers 
in Chinas 


How shall the community raise better crops - poltry, fruits, 
grain? How shall it market its produce to best advantage? 


Education on health is necessary. Malaria control, eradication 
of the ubiquitous trachoma, a pure water supply, sanitary toilets, 
fly campaigns, are elemental, but there must be an impetus from those 
of wider experience than the village affords. 


Recreation in which the whole commnity shares is a new venture. 


Almost the whole field of social custom is to be explored. Weddings 
and funerals which beggar families for years are being simplified at the 
decision of the whole commnity. Festivals are being made constructive. 


Perhaps there is no Association work in China more repaying than this ru- 
ral work, Here one sees rural women emerge from the meagerness of pinched lives 
into new dignity and new responsibility. In one community the clearing of an old 

-unhealthful ditch under the egis of the unpretentious rural Y.W.C.A. was a triumphe 
Men and women of the village worked on this with spirit and abandon, as though they 
had cooperated in an elaborate and thrilling piece of work. To them it was that, 

a new and exciting venture in community cooperation and betterment. 


bad 


; The student work in 90 centers is especially significant, ‘The YeWeCrAc 
in China started in a student center, and it has continued to grow until there 
are now 5,000 students in the Y.W.C.A. 


The ideal of the student movement is not only to develop its own usual 
activities in local centers but to achieve a wider usefulness through a cooperative 
effort to strengthen the united student Christian movement of men and women, It 
has, in the endeavor to strengthen participation of college women in the YeW.C.A. 
as a woman movement, devoted its energies also to developing a Federation of College 
Women, 


Ss The student group is more sensitive than any other group in China today 
to the influences of political impotence, international entanglements, imperialistic 
- aggressions and new social freedom. "There is growing stability on the part of stu- 
tent groups: a facing of facts, a quiet massing of their strength to meet the inter- 
ak nal problems of China - economic problems of leadership, party factions, lack of 
 wnity, banditry, communism and imperialism. Knowing that only as a strong, united, 
_ prosperous country will China be able to meet problems of aggression and of inter- 
- national relationships, they are dedicating their powers to building a new, re- 

_ generated China. They believe it can be done, They are deeply in earnest. Many 
are returning to the rural districts as doctors and teachers and pastors, or to help 
- in reclamation projects, knowing that life will not be easy, that they will get 

_ little or no salary, but feeling that that is where their service is most needed."* 





 * Letter from Lelia Hinkley, 19456 
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Cértainly, to face squarely with alert, intelligent and purposeful stu- 
dents the implications of the present day in the light of the Christian way of 
life is at one and the same time the imperative for the Y.W.C.A. and a severe 
test of its resourcefulness, its wisdom and its fidelity to its purpose. 


The Association as a Part of the Woman Movement 


The Y.W.C.A. in China sees itself as a part of the whole woman movement 
of China, with its own unique aims and its own unique task which it has set for 
itself in the life of Chinese women. 


"As the name states, the Y.W.C.A. is essentially a Christian organiza~ 
tion, which means that the Association in attitude and activities is guided by 
the spirit and teachings of Jesus. From these teachings it has selected as of 
prime importance the worth of persons, or the principle of respect for personality. 
Throughout the years of its developing life the Association has sought to give ex- 
pression to this conviction, 


"The task of the Association is twofold. There is the ‘inner need! for 
a coming-alive as persons and for developing an townness' in thought, opinion, 
tastes, attitudes and activity that characterizes creative free personalities who 
are prepared to function in a society of other such persons. 


"The touter needt is of pressing concern from the humanitarian point of 
view. The evar werurring, ever changing needs of women have a claim in such an 
organization as the Y.W,C.A., and such needs the Association seeks eonscientiously 
to serve,"* 


Special projects have been undertaken by the hued eign. such as the 
Central China flood relief in 1941, and aid to refugees and equipment of medical 
units in the war days of Manchuria and Shanghai. These were emergency services 
rather than steady program. The Association interprets its function not in terms 
of relief and philanthropy but in terms of character-building and social recon» 
struction, 


Cognizant of its obligation to meet these "inner needs" and “outer needs," 
the Y.W.C.A. in China today faces an all but impossible task. Its dilemmas, which 
are the dilemmas of all social groups in China today, are many. That ingrained 
tolerance of the Chinese people now wars with a sometimes smouldering but an often 
flaring rebellion against present conditions in the social and economic life of the 
country and in its international relations. So flagrant are the provocations to- 
day in China and so passionate the resentment against imperialistic aggressions, 


that over and against the hereditary love of peace among the Chinese people is now 
_ set the reluctant yet all but inevitable conviction among many of the most thought- 


ful people that there can be no peaceful way out. 





* "A Woman's Service Oreanization,'t Gertrude Steel-Brooke, Chinese Recorder, 
February 1934. 
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; In December 1935 the China National Committee wrote to its whole eon~ 
stituency concerning the crises of the nation, Its words, "we love peace but we 
love truth and justice more," were the echo of many such calls among the intelli-~ 
gensia to think deeply into the problems of the nation, and to act. 


"Women of the whole nation, unite and participte in patriotic movements {" 
the National Committee's letter continued. "“Exert yourselves to get freedom of 
Speech and publication and the right to organize! Gather together the strength of 
the whole people to bear the heavy responsibility of saving the nation!" 


How the Y.W.C.A. will carry its share of bearing the "heavy responsibility 
of saving the nation" only the future can tell. One can judge, however, from its 
always forward look, its progressively broadening program, its increasingly in- 
clusive membership, and its past achievements in measuring up to the demands of 
the times, that the national Y.W.C.A. of China will bring to this task the thinking 
of all its membership, the wisdom of experience, the steadiness which comes from 
a deep Christian purposes 
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